
COMMISSIONER  
JOE BARBETTA ENDORSES 
TOM KNIGHT FOR SHERIFF
The Tom Knight for Sheriff campaign is pleased 
to announce that Joseph Barbetta, a member of 
the Board of County Commissioners for Sarasota 
County, sent a letter endorsing Tom for Sheriff.  
Written on Mr. Barbetta’s personal letterhead, the 
letter was received on May 26.

“I am especially proud of this endorsement 
because the county commissioners are so closely 
involved with the Sheriff,” said Tom.  “Mr. 
Barbetta is also a well respected member of the 
community.  I have pledged to work cooperatively 
with the county commission when I become 
Sheriff, and it is gratifying to know one of our 
commissioners has recognized that and is willing 
to put his name behind me.”
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VOLUNTEER MEETING SET – 
YOUR PRESENCE REQUESTED!
The Tom Knight for Sheriff Campaign will be a  
holding a general volunteer meeting, and we hope 
you will make plans to be there.  While you are at it, 
bring a few friends and family members with you!

With the rapid growth of the campaign, we need 
more and more volunteers from throughout the 
county to help with a myriad of tasks, such as:
• Door knocking	 • Event planning
• Errands		  • Yard sign delivery
• Mailings		  • Big sign installation
• Phone calling	 • Fundraising

We have been blessed with some of the finest and 
most dedicated volunteers a campaign could have, 
but as the campaign builds we need more help from 
Longboat Key through North Port.  No matter where 
you live or how complicated your schedule, there 
is a role for you—from driving door knockers to 
planning barbecues.

Of course, delicious snacks will be on hand to keep 
energy levels up!  

KNIGHT CAMPAIGN 
VOLUNTEER MEETING

Thursday, June 5
6-7:30 p.m.

Country Inn and Suites 
(Community Meeting Room)

5730 Gantt Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34233

(941) 925-0631

RSVPs are requested:  please e-mail 
info@tomknightforsheriff.com

TOM KNIGHT TID-BITS
As he progressed through the ranks of the Florida 
Highway Patrol, Tom was placed in charge of 
security and transportation logistics for presidential 
and vice presidential visits on several occasions.  
While in Miami, he was responsible for motorcade 
security and planning for President Bill Clinton and 

Vice President Al Gore.  As a major in Tampa, he managed visits by President Bush.  In addition, when  
Al Gore was running for President in the 2000 presidential election, Tom provided transportation and 
assisted with on-site security as Gore prepared for debates at the Longboat Key Club in Sarasota.

Handling presidential motorcades and transportation required a great deal of advance planning and 
close cooperation with other local agencies and the Secret Service.  “A president doesn’t just hop in his 
limousine and drive away,” he explains.  “Every detail of his visit must be planned in advance, and special 
arrangements must be made to ensure that his motorcade makes it easily from point A to point B.”

Dear Tom,

It is my distinct honor and privilege 
to formally endorse your candidacy 
for Sarasota County Sheriff.  You have 
exhibited the highest degree of ethics and 
integrity, not only during your tenure on the 
Florida Highway Patrol, recently retiring 
as Major, but also during this campaign.  
You have shown true leadership and fiscal 
responsibility during your career, and your 
outstanding experience will provide you 
with the necessary qualities to lead our 
community’s top law enforcement agency.

I wish you great success, and if there is 
anything I can do to assist you during  
the campaign, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.
    
Kindest regards,
Joe


